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A NEW COACH AND A NEW POLICY
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HE news of Harry Stuhldreher's appointment

as gridiron coach is the best news of the year.

Things are beginning to "look up" in a foot-

ball way at Villanova. The hopes and yearn-

ings that had almost died in the hearts of most of us

have taken on a new lease of life. The Alumnus harks

back to the halcyon days when the Big Blue teams cut

a figure in the football world. The undergraduate

dreams of an undefeated eleven, that will win back for

Villanova her place in the sun. Certainly the future

promises much.

It goes without saying that the selection of Mr.

Stuhldreher is a happy one, and too much praise can-

not be given the men responsible for securing the serv-

ices of this famous star. As one Philadelphia paper put

it:"The Main Line College has pulled the biggest

' scoop ' of the year in signing up this plum of Rockne 's

football crop." As every reader of the sporting page

knows, Stuhldreher has received many flattering offers

from colleges much larger than Villanova, and his ac-

ceptance of our contract is a big feather in our athletic

cap.

It might be pointed out, as it already has been, that

we are pinning our faith on a man who is untried as n

coach. It is true that the Notre Dame star is, as yet,

without actual coaching experience, but certainly a man
never graduated into the ranks of football mentors

with brighter prospects. Followers of football must

certainly agree that Harry Stuhldreher is a close student,

of the game. Plis strategy in directing the South Bend
aggregation was flawless, and accounted in no small

measure for their phenomenal success. Anyone will

admit that the generalship displayed by Stulildreher on

the gridiron last Fall, was the regult of a thorough

knowledge of every department of football. Those who
are on "the inside" of the situation at Notre Dame
will tell you that Stuhldrelier acted in the capacity of

advisor to Rockne—some say he is a second Rockne. The

Four Horsemen are known from coast to coast, and

without a doubt, the most coveted man in that famous,

quartet was the little quarter-back. ]\Iore than one

college in this vicinity was desperately angling for the

Notre Dame man, and the football stocks of more than

one college took a decided slump when it was announced

that he had signed on the dotted line for Villanova. So,

granting that Stuhldreher is untried as a coach, it can-

not be said that we are simply grasping at straws to

save ourselves from drowing. The men responsible for

this selection have decided to cut off from the Pennsyl-

vania system of football coaching, which has been m
vogue at Villanova for the last ten years. They have

substituted for it the system', as taught by Rockne and

that system needs no defense. They believe that next

year's coach is fully capable of teaching that system,

and there is every reason for thinking that their faitli

has not been misplaced, ^^^i:,;

But it would be silly and childish to tell ourselves

that because we have signed Stuhldreher, our problem

is solved and all is well. This man is no Moses sent by

the Lord to lead us out of the wilderness. Nor is he a

magician who can pull rabbits out of a silk hat, or foot-

ball victories out of our pockets. The success of the new
coach will be measured, to a very great extent, by the

amount of co-operation he receives. He looks for co-

operation from the student body and from the Alumni.

If it is not forthcoming we might just as well pay Mr.

Stuhldreher his fee next September and tell him to

take a nice long vacation away from our campus. The
term "Miracle Man" is a misnomer when used in ref-

erence to athletics. True, certain men have had won-

derful success with the various teams they have coached

:

but you will find in every instance that they had won-

derful material on which to work and unlimited re-

sources from which to draw. Mr. Stulildreher cannot

be expected to do everything at Villanova. We must do

our part. Our part consists in seeing to it that he has

the material from which to form a winning team, and

the support, both moral and financial, necessary for

such a team. Without such co-operation any coach is

helpless, and the reader of these lines must realize that.

It might not be amiiss to point out, in passing, that

we should not look for results too soon. Success, at

least football success, is not attained over night, and the

coach must be given a chance to prove himself and his

system. The man who comes to Villanova next Fall is

bringing with him a style of play with which our men
are entirely unfamiliar, and it is too much to expect


